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Team Teaching Proposal 

From: Tamar Rudavsky (Philosophy) and Lynn Kaye (NELC) 

Date:  August 11, 2015 

 

General Description: 

Time is a familiar yet slippery concept. For thousands of years both 

philosophical and religious traditions have attempted to explain and 

characterize how time shapes peoples’ thinking and their experiences as 

individuals and communities. This course introduces time through two 

traditions: western philosophy and classical Jewish law, understood within its 

Near Eastern contexts. Some of the issues addressed in the course include: 

how do we measure time; is time real, or is it the result of our subjective 

perception; how do perceptions of temporality affect ones religious life; is 

there an ontological difference between past and future – does it make sense 

to talk about travelling back to the past or forward to the future; does God 

know the future, and if so, are human beings free to refrain from activities that 

God ‘knows’ they will do?   
 

The languages, questions and categories of these two traditions, the 

speculative and rabbinic, have shifted over millennia and provide two very 

different approaches to time.  

 

In order to address these issues, we propose to team-teach a course at the 

undergraduate “Upper Level” (NELC 3000/Phil 3000 level).  The course title is 

“Engaging Time: Philosophical and Rabbinic Dimensions of Temporality.”  In this 

course, students will further expand their investigations of time through 

exposure to disciplines including astronomy, health sciences, and expressive 

arts with a strong interest in temporality such as music and dance. The 

interdisciplinary nature of the course begins with a team-teaching 

representing two disciplines and embraces many more points of view. By the 

end of the semester students will have a wealth of language and imagery to 

describe their own understandings of temporality and to contextualize them 



within a range of disciplines and intellectual traditions.   Attached is a sample 

syllabus. 

 

Interdisciplinary Nature of the course 

The course material, the nature of time and temporality, is thoroughly 

interdisciplinary. The course combines the disciplines of philosophy, religious 

studies and literature as the main modes of inquiry. OSU is unusual in having 

more than one scholar who has a primary research interest in the topic of 

time. Professor Rudavsky studies western philosophy and the Jewish 

philosophical tradition and Professor Kaye studies Jewish law, literary theory 

and the intersection of law and literature.  Both scholars have written 

extensively on the topic of time: Prof Rudavsky’s first book was on time in 

medieval Jewish philosophy, and she continues to write on issues connected 

to time; Prof Kaye’s doctoral dissertation, in the process of being revised for 

publication, is on the notion of time in the Rabbis. By engaging with a single 

topic through multiple disciplinary lenses, the students gain perspective on 

the strengths and limits of individual disciplines, and the productive 

intellectual space opened up between them.  

  

Benefit to Students and to Faculty 

The course will benefit students from both disciplines, NELC and philosophy. 

A course like this can only be team taught, and is described more fully in the 

syllabus. This course harnesses our combined expertise for the benefit of 

students, bringing greater depth and breadth through conversation and 

facility in a wide variety of languages and textual traditions. 

 

Students will gain analytical skills through guided reading and consideration 

of philosophical sources, as well as literary and legal texts. Philosophy 

students will be exposed to legal and literary analytical practices and how 

they can apply philosophical methods to other academic areas, while NELC 

students will be exposed to the critical analytical methods of philosophy. 

Students will thus have the opportunity to reflect on the differing interpretive 

practices of the different disciplines and how multiple analytical perspectives 

can illuminate the problem of time and temporality. 



 

Both instructors will participate fully in each session. On some days, the 

philosopher will take the “lead” and other days the NELC faculty will lead. We 

will also invite several faculty from other departments (e.g. physics, history, 

literature) to provide guest lectures on the nature of time as seen through 

their disciplines.  

 

Students will prepare oral seminar presentations, to be given during class, and 

each presentation will be assigned a commentator. We hope to have NELC 

students commenting on philosophy papers, and philosophy students 

commenting on NELC papers. As the course is envisioned as fulfilling a GE 

requirement, we expect that there will be students from disciplines beyond 

NELC and Philosophy. This will add further dimensions to class discussions. 

All of the student work will be read by both instructors, and will be evaluated 

jointly. 

 

How the Course Participates in Departmental Academic Goals 

For NELC: The Department introduces students to the cultures and languages 

of the Near East, defined as the middle east, north Africa, central Asia and 

south Asia, from antiquity through modernity. The department embraces 

many disciplines including legal studies, literary studies, cultural studies, 

religious studies, anthropology and folkloristics. This course advances the 

departmental academic goals by providing opportunities to study texts 

originally in Hebrew and Aramaic that are a part of ancient Judaism and the 

cultures of the ancient and late antique Levant and Mesopotamia. It 

incorporates the interdisciplinary nature of the department by its engagement 

with multiple analytical frameworks.   

 

For Philosophy: The philosophy department emphasizes critical thinking and 

analytical skills.  This course advances the departmental academic goals by 

providing opportunities to apply these analytical skills to a variety of texts, 

both canonical philosophy works, and those that are not normally examined 

in a philosophy class. It reinforces for the student the important 

interconnectedness of basic temporal concepts such as simultaneity, change 



and motion, and allows students to view these concepts against a broad 

assortment of materials. 

 

How the Course Fits into the Departmental Curriculum Map 

For NELC: The course would fill a need for higher-level GE classes in the 3000 

level, of which there are not currently any. If the course is a 3000 level course 

it would be the only 3000 level course in Hebrew, which would be a great 

benefit for potential majors. It also adds an undergraduate course with a 

substantial amount of rabbinic literature that is not at the advanced level. 

Currently there is only one other such class, at the 2000 level: Biblical and 

Post-Biblical Literature and Translation. 

 

For Philosophy: The course will round out our 3xxx level courses and provide 

an inter-disciplinary matrix through which to view the issue of time.  The 

course draws on other courses offered by the department (including Phil 

3210, 3220, 3261, 5850) that discuss the nature of time, but not in an 

interdisciplinary manner. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

SYLLABUS: 

HEBREW 3120 / PHILOSOPHY 3120:  

Engaging Time: Philosophical and Rabbinic Dimensions of Temporality 

 

TERM: Fall 2017 

CREDIT HOURS: 3 

LEVEL: Undergraduate 

CLASS TIME: [] 

LOCATION: [building & room] 

INSTRUCTORS: Dr. Tamar Rudavsky and Dr. Lynn Kaye 

OFFICE: Hagerty 361 and University Hall 350A 

OFFICE EMAIL: Kaye.73@osu.edu and Rudavsky.1@osu.edu 

OFFICE PHONE: (614) 688-1552 and (614) 292-7914 

OFFICE HOURS: TBA 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   

 

Time is a familiar yet slippery concept. For thousands of years both 

philosophical and religious traditions have attempted to explain and 

characterize how time shapes peoples’ thinking and their experiences as 

individuals and communities. This course introduces time through two 

traditions: western philosophy and classical Jewish law, understood within its 

Near Eastern contexts. Some of the issues addressed in the course include: 

how do we measure time; is time real, or is it the result of our subjective 

perception; how do perceptions of temporality affect ones religious life; is 

there an ontological difference between past and future – does it make sense 

to talk about travelling back to the past or forward to the future; does God 

know the future, and if so, are human beings free to refrain from activities that 

God ‘knows’ they will do?   
 

The languages, questions and categories of these two traditions, the 

speculative and rabbinic, have shifted over millennia and provide two very 

different approaches to time. Students will further expand their investigations 



 

 

of time through exposure to disciplines including astronomy, health sciences, 

and expressive arts with a strong interest in temporality such as music and 

dance. The interdisciplinary nature of the course begins with a team-teaching 

representing two disciplines and embraces many more points of view. By the 

end of the semester students will have a wealth of language and imagery to 

describe their own understandings of temporality and to contextualize them 

within a range of disciplines and intellectual traditions.  

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

Students evaluate the phenomenon of time in a variety of cultural expressions, 

in order to gain greater capacities for aesthetic and historical response and 

judgment, and greater skills in interpretation and evaluation of legal and 

theoretical texts. 
 

 

GE CULTURE AND IDEAS GOALS: 

Students evaluate significant cultural phenomena and ideas in order to 

develop capacities for aesthetic and historical response and judgment; and 

interpretation and evaluation. 

 

EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

1. Students analyze and interpret major forms of human thought, culture, and 

expression. 

2. Students evaluate how ideas influence the character of human beliefs, the 

perception of reality, and the norms that guide human behavior. 

 

HOW THE COURSE WILL SATISFY THE EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES 

OF GE CULTURES AND IDEAS: 

1. Students will read and respond to texts primarily drawn from two 

intellectual traditions (Philosophical and Hebrew/Jewish legal), 

demonstrating facility in textual analysis and interpretation. 

2. Students will be able to explain how the ideas they study affect one another, 

differ from one another and contribute to ancient and contemporary cultures, 



 

 

perceptions of reality through temporality, and norms including law and 

ethics which guide human behavior. 

 

TEACHING METHOD:  Lecture and Discussion; occasional media (film, etc) 

  

REQUIRED TEXTS: 

1. Required Course Packet is available from Cognella (Cognella.com) detailed 
ordering instructions will be available on Carmen site.  
2. Videos for required viewing will be accessible through the library or open 
access online. 
3. Additional Recommended Texts (available at SBX and University 
Bookstore) 
Stern, S. Time and Process in Ancient Judaism (Littmann Library 2003) 
Rudavsky, T.M. Time Matters: Time, Creation and Cosmology in Medieval Jewish 
Philosophy (SUNY 2003) 
Aristotle, Physics (any edition) 

Augustine Confessions (any edition) 

The Philosophy of Time ed LePoidevin & MacBeath (Oxfore 2009) 

Time, eds. Levenson and Westphal (Hackett 1993) 

Hawking, S. The Nature of Time 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

Students must 1) complete assignments for each class including readings (30-

40 pages per class), have thought about the readings and summarized them in 

note form for themselves and be prepared to discuss them in class; 2) 

participate actively and thoughtfully in class; 3) attend class regularly - more 

than two unexcused absences will result in a reduced final grade, see details 

below; 4) complete all scheduled examinations; 5) present one oral seminar 

presentation, and one commentary, to the class; 6) post one extended 

discussion board contribution and comment twice a week on the student post, 

see details below. 

 

 

ASSIGNMENTS AND ASSESSMENT:    



 

 

Students will have a midterm and final examination. They will each be 
expected to present once in class (details of assignment below). In addition, 
students are required to write posts on an online class discussion board in 
advance of each lecture.  

 

Examinations 

1. Midterm examination will take place during class time, in the classroom, 
it will be one hour and twenty minutes long. It will include both short 
answer and essay questions. Students must bring bluebooks. Date of 
examination: October 22, 2017. Midterm examination covers material 
from lectures and readings in the first half of the semester. 

 

2. Final Examination will take place in the classroom on the date assigned 
by the college. It will be one hour twenty minutes long. It will include 
both short answer and essay questions. Students must bring bluebooks. 
Final examination covers material found in lectures and readings from 
the midterm through the end of the semester. 

 

Oral Presentations 

Each student will make one oral presentation to the class in the course of the 
semester. It will be no more than 5 minutes in length, and will present an 
overview of a selected reading for that class, and pose three substantive 
discussion questions. Students will be assessed on clarity of expression, 
organization and keeping to time. A schedule of oral presentations will be 
posted on Carmen. In addition, each student will comment upon one oral 
presentation. 

 

Discussion Board Online 

Each student is responsible for posting one 350 word response to the 
readings during the semester. Each student is required to post a response to 
the twice-weekly student posting, or to another student’s response, of at least 
50 words. Students will be assessed on the posts for the entire semester, 
based on creativity and depth of analysis and questioning. 

 

GRADING: 

 

Midterm Examination: 25%  



 

 

Final Examination: 25% 

Oral Presentation: 25% 

Discussion Board Posts: 25%  

 

Total 100% 

 

GRADING SCALE is OSU Standard Grade Scheme: 

 

93 - 100 (A) 

90 - 92.9 (A-) 

87 - 89.9 (B+) 

83 - 86.9 (B) 

80 - 82.9 (B-) 

77 - 79.9 (C+) 

73 - 76.9 (C) 

70 - 72.9 (C-) 

67 - 69.9 (D+) 

60 - 66.9 (D) 

Below 60 (E) 

 

ATTENDANCE: Attendance at lectures and discussion sections is mandatory. 

More than two unexcused absences will result in a percentage point deducted 

from the final grade for each absence.  It is the student’s responsibility to find 

out from their classmates about what was missed due to an absence. Please 

take the name, phone number and email of two fellow students. 

 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES that have been certified by the 

Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should 

inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for 

Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; 

telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/. 

 



 

 

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT:  It is the responsibility of the Committee on 

Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the 

investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term 

“academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct 

wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and 

dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report 

all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 

3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct 

(http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/) 

 

FOR YOUR SAFETY, the OSU Student Safety/Escort Service is available after 7 

p.m. by dialing 292-3322. 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

Readings should be completed prior to class meeting 

University calendar: http://registrar.osu.edu/staff/bigcalsem.asp  

  

WEEKLY READINGS AND DISCUSSIONS  
 
WEEK 1 
M 8/26 Introducing the Course 
No Readings 
 
W 8/28 Introduction to the Hebrew Bible and Time in Genesis 
Genesis 1-2, with accompanying notes from a Study Bible such as Oxford or 
JPS; Marc Zvi Brettler, “The Hebrew Bible and the Early History of Israel” in 

Cambridge Guide to Judaism, pp. 6-33 
 
WEEK 2 
M 9/2  No Class, Labor Day! 
 
W 9/4 -  Time in Ecclesiastes and Psalms 
Ecclesiastes 1-3, Psalm 90 
 
WEEK 3 

http://registrar.osu.edu/staff/bigcalsem.asp


 

 

M 9/9 Time in Presocratics, Plato and Plotinus (selections from Heraclitus, 
Parmenides, Plato’s Timaeus, Plotinus in Hackett Readings) 
 
W 9/11 Time in Aristotle (selections from the Physics; Metaphysics in Hackett 
Readings) 
 
WEEK 4 
M 9/16 Time in Augustine (selections from Confessions and Wittgenstein “St 
Augustine’s Puzzle about Time”, in Hackett Readings) 
 
W 9/18 Introduction to Rabbinic Literature: Midrash and Talmud 
(Moshe D. Herr “Midrash” in Encyclopedia Judaica) 
 
WEEK 5 
M 9/23 Time in Midrash and Rabbinic Storytelling: Telescoping Time 
(Selections from Lamentations Rabbah)  
 
W 9/25 Time in Midrash and Rabbinic Storytelling: Narrative Time 
(Babylonian Talmud Tractates Ta'anit and Menahot) 
 
WEEK 6 
M 9/30 Time, Motion and Change (J.M. McTaggart and Prior in LePoidevin & 
MacBeath) 
 
W 10/2 Time and Movement (Selections from Babylonian Talmud Tractates 
Shabbat and Eruvin) 
 
WEEK 7 
M 10/7  Simultaneity (Shoemaker in LePoidevin & MacBeath; ) 
 
W 10/9 Simultaneity (Selections from the Babylonian Talmud Tractates Eruvin, 
Bekhorot) 
 
WEEK 8 
M 10/14 Review and Recapitulation of Temporality So Far 
 
W 10/16 Midterm Examination 
 
WEEK 9 



 

 

M 10/21 Time in Medieval Philosophy (Part 1: Selections from Maimonides 
Guide for the Perplexed) 
 
W 10/23 Time in Medieval Philosophy (Part 2: Selections from Aquinas Summa 
Theologica) 
 
WEEK 10 
M 10/28 Time in Ancient Iranian Cosmology (expanding the Talmudic cultural 
context) 
(Bundahišn ch. 1 and 15) 
 
W 10/30 Time in Jewish Law: Sensation and Memory 
(Selections from Babylonian Talmud Tractate Pesahim and Palestinian Talmud 
Tractate Pesahim) 
 
WEEK 11 
 
M 11/4 The Phenomenology of Time (selections from Husserl; Benjamin) 
 
W 11/6 Time and Memory (selections from Y. H. Yerushalmi, Zakhor: Jewish 
History and Jewish Memory) 
 
WEEK  12 
 
M 11/11 Time in Contemporary Philosophy of Physics, from Newton to Einstein 
(Newton & Leibniz selections in Hackett; readings in Maudlin, Philosophy of 
Physics) 
 
W 11/13 Time and Space from Einstein to Hawking (Maudlin readings) 
Guest lecture, Dr. Chris Porter (?), Physics Dept. 
 
WEEK 13 
M 11/18  (Un)Reality of the Past -- (Film: "Back to the Future"  dir. Robert 
Zemeckis 1985; “Bringing About the Past” by Dummett and “The Paradoxes of 
Time Travel” David Lewis in Le Poidevin and MacBeath) 
 
W 11/20) Time and the End of Life (Ecclesiastes; selections from Heidegger, 
Being and Time) 
 



 

 

 
WEEK 14 
M 11/25 Time and the End of Life, cont. (selections from the Babylonian 
Talmud Tractate Mo'ed Kattan, Israeli Poet Yehuda Amichai, “A Man in His 
Life”) 
 
W 11/27 - No Class - Thanksgiving 
 
WEEK 15 
M 12/2 Time in Modern Literature  (selections from Proust; Woolf) Guest 
Lecture, (?) Prof Steven Kern, English 
 
W 12/4 Time in Modern Jewish Thought and Contemporary Talmudic Law 
(Heschel; Soloveitchik; David Golinkin “A Responsum Regarding Space Travel” 
Insight Israel 2:8 (2002). 
 
 

 

Assessment Plan for GE Cultures and Ideas 
GE Expected Learning Outcomes  

 Direct Methods (assess  
student performance 
related  to the expected 
learning  outcomes) 

Indirect Methods 
(assess  opinions or 
thoughts about  student 
knowledge, skills,  
attitudes, learning 
experiences,  and 
perceptions)  
 

1. Students analyze and 
interpret major forms of 
human thought, culture, 
and expression.  
 

Embedded questions on  
exams*   
Analysis of  Oral 
Presentation** 
Analysis of Discussion 
Board Post***  
 

Opinion survey  
 

2. Students evaluate 
how ideas influence the 

Embedded questions on  
exams*   

Opinion survey  
 



 

 

 

*Embedded Questions on Examinations: 

On each exam, several questions will be written specifically to assess student 

achievement of each GE expected learning outcome. The scores on these 

questions will be included in the totals for the exam but will also be rated 

from 1-4 or 1-3 (see charts below) and analyzed separately so that the data 

can be used in revising the course and for GE assessment reporting purposes.   

 

GE Culture and Ideas Learning Objective:  

1. Students analyze and interpret major forms of human thought, culture, and 

expression.  

 

Examples of specific embedded questions: 

a. How did German and Jewish culture-specific beliefs find their 

expression in Walter Benjamin’s understanding of time and history? 

b. What metaphors did the Talmud’s rabbis use for time and what can 

that tell you about rabbinic Jewish modes of thought? 

  

(1) Basic (2) Intermediate  (3) Advanced  
 

 (4) Superior  
 

Shows little  
comprehension of  
concepts time and 
duration and 
seems  
unaware of 
different terms of 
temporal 
concepts and 
aspects of time.  

Shows 
comprehension  
of concepts of 
time and duration 
but does not  
fully manage to  
articulate them  
through their 
own writing  
  

Shows 
comprehension  
of concepts of 
time and duration 
and for the most 
part expresses 
their concepts 
clearly.   

Shows 
comprehension  
of time and 
duration  
and articulates 
them skillfully 
and with 
originality.  
 

character of human 
beliefs, the perception of 
reality, and the norms 
which guide human 
behavior. 
 

Analysis of  Oral 
Presentation** 
Analysis of Discussion 
Board Post***  
 



 

 

 
 

 

GE Culture and Ideas Learning Objective:  

2. Students evaluate how ideas influence the character of human beliefs, the 

perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior. 

 

Examples of specific embedded questions: 

a. Talmudic rabbis made rules governing time in relation to the Sabbath 

and holidays. How did Jews’ observance of calendars and social rhythms 

that differed from their neighbors affect the interaction of social 

groups? 

b. How does the Talmudic concept of an open, undecided past, create 

ethical imperatives in a Jewish practitioners’ present? 

 

(1) Basic 
 

(2) Intermediate (3) Advanced 

Shows little 
comprehension of the  
concepts of time and 
how they affected social 
interactions   

Shows comprehension 
of  
the concepts of time  
and includes examples 
in their answer. 

Shows comprehension 
of the  
concepts of time, and 
expresses with unusual 
insight and clarity the 
ways that beliefs and 
ideas affect and are 
reflected by practices. 
 

 

**Oral Presentation and ***Discussion Board Post 

In the oral presentation and discussion board post, each student has the 

opportunity to demonstrate mastery of GE expected learning  outcomes. For 

each class, one student will have written a discussion board post, and a second 

student will create an oral presentation, ensuring a broader range of 

thoughtful contributions to the class discussion. These two assignments 

respond to the same prompt. Elements that reprise the two GE expected 



 

 

learning outcomes have been written into the  instructions for the oral 

presentation. 

 

Excerpt from instructions for oral presentation/discussion board post: 

 

 “Summarize the main arguments of the reading. Explain to the class the 

logical steps taken by the writer in the piece. Highlight aspects of this 

text that reflect a distinctive contribution to the topic of time, i.e. 

whether it exists, what it is, and who makes it. If possible, make a 

comparison between the ideas in this reading and at least one other text 

or author who has been encountered in class, or in a cultural production 

you have engaged with outside of class.” 

 

The same assessment tables will be used for GE Learning Outcomes in the 

exam embedded questions and for the oral presentations and discussion 

board posts. 

 

Opinion Survey 

At the end of the semester, each student will be asked to fill out an opinion 

survey. The survey contains specific questions asking to what extent each 

student has achieved the two GE  expected learning outcomes in this course.   

 

Questions from Opinion Survey:  

1. Students analyze and interpret major forms of human thought, culture, and 

expression.  

a. Did you analyze and interpret texts in this course that you consider to 

be expressions of human thought and culture? 

b.  Please give an example of an idea which you gained from this analysis 

and interpretation. 

c. Please name a text, whether written, oral, artistic or another form of 

cultural expression, which you felt came close to your own experience 

or conception of time, and explain why you chose it. 

 



 

 

2. Students evaluate how ideas influence the character of human beliefs, the 

perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior. 

a. Did the class convey to you that beliefs about time are not merely 

intellectual but also connect with experiences and physical activities 

beyond contemplation? 

 

Level of student achievement expected: 

 

On exams, success means that students will answer 75% of the embedded GE 

questions correctly.  For the discussion board post, a written assignment, 

success will mean that at least 75% of the students will achieve level 2 or 

more (out of a possible 4--or 3) for all GE expected learning outcomes. 

 

Description of follow-up/feedback processes:  

 

At the end of the course, we will use an analysis of the embedded exam 

questions and the discussion board posts to identify problem areas and how 

we might change the course and the presentation of  materials to insure better 

fulfillment of the GE expected learning outcomes.  We will also analyze  

the self-evaluation questions carefully to judge how students evaluated their 

own progress and to determine whether student perception accorded with 

performance.  If there is a conflict, we will adjust the presentation and 

assessment of material as warranted.  We will archive these end-of- semester 

analyses in one of the instructor’s offices so that we can gauge the 

effectiveness of any changes made.   

  



 

 

Rationale for GE Culture and Ideas 

http://asccas.osu.edu/files/ASC_CurrAssess_Operations_Manual.pdf 

How do the course objectives and readings address the GE course objectives? 

The GE course objectives are: "Students evaluate significant cultural 

phenomena and ideas in order to develop capacities for aesthetic and 

historical response and judgment; and interpretation and evaluation." 

 

The course's objectives are: "Students evaluate the phenomenon of time in a 

variety of cultural expressions, in order to gain greater capacities for aesthetic 

and historical response and judgment, and greater skills in interpretation and 

evaluation of legal and theoretical texts." 
 

The course objectives fit snugly with the GE course objectives. Time is a 

significant cultural phenomenon, shaping structures of commerce, thought 

and society. The course engages the Hebrew legal and western Philosophical 

traditions, two intellectual cultures with different trajectories of thought and 

modes of analysis, which develops students' intellectual flexibility, capabilities 

of interpretation and comfort with multiple perspectives. The students are 

grounded in these two traditions, allowing them to explore scientific and 

expressive artistic ideas of time and compare them to what they have learned 

about Hebrew legal and western philosophical concepts. 
 

 

How do the topics and assignments address the GE Learning Outcomes? 

The two learning outcomes are:  

"Students analyze and interpret major forms of human thought, culture, and 

expression" and "Students evaluate how ideas influence the character of 

human beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms that guide human 

behavior." 

 

Students will read and respond to texts primarily drawn from two intellectual 

traditions (Philosophical and Hebrew/Jewish legal), demonstrating facility in 

textual analysis and interpretation. The students are able to respond through 

http://asccas.osu.edu/files/ASC_CurrAssess_Operations_Manual.pdf


 

 

a variety of media including formal writing, oral presentation and informal 

online writing. The topic of time is central to many parts of human thought 

and culture, and is an excellent point from which to explore the concerns of 

thinkers, jurists and artists throughout history.   
 

Students will be able to explain how the ideas they study affect one another, 

differ from one another and contribute to ancient and contemporary cultures, 

perceptions of reality through temporality, and norms including law and 

ethics which guide human behavior. 

How does the course aim to sharpen students judgment, response and 

evaluation skills? 

The students will gain sharper skills in evaluating and judging sources 

through the close engagement with assigned texts at home and during the 

lectures. For each class they must produce a reflective short writtenr response 

to the source, which primes them to engage in serious analysis in dialectical 

fashion with the professors during class time. Students will hone their oral 

and written responses through written assignments, discusison board posts 

and oral assignments, to which the professors will respond and help to 

improve. 

 

  



 

 

Curriculum Maps and Rationale for Hebrew and Philosophy Majors 

 

Philosophy 

PHIL 3xxx will not be required for the major, but it can be taken as an elective course as illustrated by the 
following curriculum map: 

Each Major must include: 

1. PHIL 3000: Gateway Seminar (3 credits) 

2. History of Philosophy: Any Three of the following (9 credits) 

 PHIL 3210: History of Ancient Philosophy 

 PHIL 3220: History of Medieval Philosophy 

 PHIL 3230: History of 17th Century Philosophy 

 PHIL 3240: History of 18th Century Philosophy 

 PHIL 3250: History of 19th Century Philosophy 

 PHIL 3261: Fundamental Concepts of Existentialism 

3. Philosophical Topics (9 credits) 
Required of all majors: PHIL 3300: Moral Philosophy (3 credits) 
And two of the following (6 credits): 

 PHIL 3530: Philosophy of Logic 

 PHIL 3600: Introduction to Philosophy of Language 

 PHIL 3650: Philosophy of Science 

 PHIL 3680: Sex and Death: Introduction to the Philosophy of Biology 

 PHIL 3700: Introduction to Metaphysics 

 PHIL 3750: Introduction to Theory of Knowledge 

 PHIL 3800: Introduction to Philosophy of Mind 

 PHIL 3810: Philosophy of Action 

 PHIL 3820: Philosophy of Perception 

4. Upper Level Coursework: Any Two PHIL 5xxx courses (6 credits) 

5. Elective: Any one further Philosophy course at the 2xxx, 3xxx [such as PHIL 3xxx: Time 
and Temporality], 4xxx, or 5xxx level (3 credits) 

Hebrew 
The proposed course fits into the Hebrew Major offerings as an elective, at the 3000 level of 

“upper Level courses providing undergraduate credit that may be counted toward a major or 

field of specialization.” Programmatically it is a course in “Translated Hebrew Literature” but it is 



 

 

not recommended as a fulfillment of that section’s requirement because half of the readings in 

this course are in non-Hebrew literature.  

 

Its primary benefit to the Hebrew major curriculum is the addition of a 3000 level GE offering to 

the curriculum. Currently the Hebrew major curriculum has no courses at this level. Its 

secondary, content-related benefit is the inclusion of significant amounts of Hebrew and Aramaic 

legal rabbinic literature at the upper-level, but not advanced level.  

 

Hebrew Major Curriculum Map [updated 2/11/15] 
 

Course: Students 

Acquire 

Language 

Proficiency 

(Reading, 

Speaking, 

Writing). 

Students Acquire 

Analytical Skills 

(Understanding 

of Grammatical 

Structures). 

Students 

Acquire 

Appreciation of 

how Language 

is used in a 

Variety of 

Cultural 

Contexts, both 

Performative 

and 

Quotidian— 

Folk, Popular, 

Institutional. 

Students Learn Literary 

Theory (Appreciation of 

Linguistic Subtleties and 

Aesthetic Possibilities in 

Various Genres of 

Literature Past and 

Present, Religious and 

Secular, Spoken or 

Read). 

Prerequisites     

Hebrew 1101 Beg. Beg. Beg.  

Hebrew 1102 Beg. Beg. Beg.  

Hebrew 1103 Beg. Beg. Beg.  

Hebrew 2216: The 

Medieval Jewish 

Experience 

Beg. Beg. Beg. Beg. 

Hebrew 2241: Culture 

of Contemporary 

Israel 

Beg. Beg. Int. Beg. 

Hebrew 2245: Israeli 

Film and Society 

Beg. Beg. Int. Beg. 

Language 

Requirements 

    

Hebrew 2105: 

Modern Hebrew 

Grammar, 

Conversation, and 

Composition 

Beg/Int. Beg/Int. Beg./Int. Beg. 



 

 

Hebrew 4101: Review 

of Grammar and 

Composition 

Int. Adv. Int. Int. 

Hebrew 4102: 

Hebrew and the 

Media 

Int. Int. Int. Int. 

Hebrew 4601: 

Modern Hebrew Short 

Story 

Adv. Int. Adv. Adv. 

Hebrew 4602 Modern 

Hebrew Poetry 

Adv. Int. Adv. Adv. 

 

 
 
 

Translated Hebrew Literature     

Hebrew 2700: Biblical and 

Post- Biblical Hebrew 

Literature in Translation 

Beg. Beg. Beg. Beg. 

Hebrew 2701: Medieval 

Hebrew Literature in 

Translation 

Beg. Beg. Beg. Beg. 

Hebrew 2702: Modern Hebrew 

Literature in Translation 

Beg. Beg. Beg. Beg. 

Electives     

PROPOSED COURSE: 

Hebrew 3XXX/Phil 3XXX: 

Engaging Time in Philosophy, 
Religion, Science and the Arts  

Beg. Beg. Beg. Adv. 

NELC 4601: Israeli & 

Palestinian Literature 

Beg. Int. Int. Adv. 

Adv.4605 Readings in the 

Mishnah 

Adv. Int. Adv. Adv. 

5100 Introduction to Biblical 

Hebrew 

Int. Int. Int. Int. 

5101: Biblical Hebrew 

Grammar 

Int. Adv. Int. Int. 



 

 

Hebrew 5105: History of the 

Hebrew Language 

Int. Int. Int. Int. 

Hebrew 5601: Introduction to 

Hebrew Literary and Cultural 

Texts 

Adv. Adv. Adv. Adv. 

Hebrew 5602: The Bible as 

Literature: Selected Readings 

Beg. Int. Int. Int. 

Hebrew 5603: Readings in 

Rabbinic Literature 

Int. Int. Adv. Adv. 

Hebrew 5802: The Problem of 

Evil in Biblical and Post- 

Biblical Literature 

Beg Adv. Adv. Int. 

Hebrew 5806: Studies in 

Biblical Law 

Beg. Adv. Adv. Int. 

     

 

 

 

 
Independent Studies courses. 
Up to three credits, to be approved by the adviser, of independent studies (4998, 4998H, 5193), workshop 

(5192), or group studies (5194) may count toward the major.  Thesis hours (4999, 4999H) do not count 

toward the major. 

4998:  Undergraduate 

Research 

Adv. Adv. Adv. Adv. 

4998H: 
Undergraduate 

Honors Research 

Adv. Adv. Adv. Adv. 

4999H: 
Undergraduate Thesis 

Adv. Adv. Adv. Adv. 

4999H: 
Undergraduate 

Honors Thesis 

Adv. Adv. Adv. Adv. 

5192: Workshop Int. Int. Int. Int. 



 

 

5193: Individual 

Studies 

Int. Int. Int. Int. 

5194: Group Studies Int. Int. Int. Int. 

 



 

 

 

Rationale for GE Culture and Ideas 

http://asccas.osu.edu/files/ASC_CurrAssess_Operations_Manual.pdf 

How do the course objectives and readings address the GE course objectives? 

The GE course objectives are: "Students evaluate significant cultural 

phenomena and ideas in order to develop capacities for aesthetic and 

historical response and judgment; and interpretation and evaluation." 

 

The course's objectives are: "Students evaluate the phenomenon of time in a 

variety of cultural expressions, in order to gain greater capacities for aesthetic 

and historical response and judgment, and greater skills in interpretation and 

evaluation of legal and theoretical texts." 
 

The course objectives fit snugly with the GE course objectives. Time is a 

significant cultural phenomenon, shaping structures of commerce, thought 

and society. The course engages the Hebrew legal and western Philosophical 

traditions, two intellectual cultures with different trajectories of thought and 

modes of analysis, which develops students' intellectual flexibility, capabilities 

of interpretation and comfort with multiple perspectives. The students are 

grounded in these two traditions, allowing them to explore scientific and 

expressive artistic ideas of time and compare them to what they have learned 

about Hebrew legal and western philosophical concepts. 
 

 

How do the topics and assignments address the GE Learning Outcomes? 

The two learning outcomes are:  

"Students analyze and interpret major forms of human thought, culture, and 

expression" and "Students evaluate how ideas influence the character of 

human beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms that guide human 

behavior." 

 

http://asccas.osu.edu/files/ASC_CurrAssess_Operations_Manual.pdf


 

 

Students will read and respond to texts primarily drawn from two intellectual 

traditions (Philosophical and Hebrew/Jewish legal), demonstrating facility in 

textual analysis and interpretation. The students are able to respond through 

a variety of media including formal writing, oral presentation and informal 

online writing. The topic of time is central to many parts of human thought 

and culture, and is an excellent point from which to explore the concerns of 

thinkers, jurists and artists throughout history.   
 

Students will be able to explain how the ideas they study affect one another, 

differ from one another and contribute to ancient and contemporary cultures, 

perceptions of reality through temporality, and norms including law and 

ethics which guide human behavior. 

How does the course aim to sharpen students judgment, response and 

evaluation skills? 

The students will gain sharper skills in evaluating and judging sources 

through the close engagement with assigned texts at home and during the 

lectures. For each class they must produce a reflective short writtenr response 

to the source, which primes them to engage in serious analysis in dialectical 

fashion with the professors during class time. Students will hone their oral 

and written responses through written assignments, discusison board posts 

and oral assignments, to which the professors will respond and help to 

improve. 

 

 



 

 

 

Assessment Plan for GE Cultures and Ideas 
 

 

GE Expected Learning Outcomes  

 

*Embedded Questions on Examinations: 

On each exam, several questions will be written specifically to assess student 

achievement of each GE expected learning outcome. The scores on these 

questions will be included in the totals for the exam but will also be rated 

from 1-4 or 1-3 (see charts below) and analyzed separately so that the data 

can be used in revising the course and for GE assessment reporting purposes.   

 

 

 Direct Methods (assess  
student performance 
related  to the expected 
learning  outcomes) 

Indirect Methods 
(assess  opinions or 
thoughts about  student 
knowledge, skills,  
attitudes, learning 
experiences,  and 
perceptions)  
 

1. Students analyze and 
interpret major forms of 
human thought, culture, 
and expression.  
 

Embedded questions on  
exams*   
Analysis of  Oral 
Presentation** 
Analysis of Discussion 
Board Post***  
 

Opinion survey  
 

2. Students evaluate 
how ideas influence the 
character of human 
beliefs, the perception of 
reality, and the norms 
which guide human 
behavior. 
 

Embedded questions on  
exams*   
Analysis of  Oral 
Presentation** 
Analysis of Discussion 
Board Post***  
 

Opinion survey  
 



 

 

GE Culture and Ideas Learning Objective:  

1. Students analyze and interpret major forms of human thought, culture, and 

expression.  

 

Examples of specific embedded questions: 

a. How did German and Jewish culture-specific beliefs find their 

expression in Walter Benjamin’s understanding of time and history? 

b. What metaphors did the Talmud’s rabbis use for time and what can 

that tell you about rabbinic Jewish modes of thought? 

  

(1) Basic (2) Intermediate  (3) Advanced  
 

 (4) Superior  
 

Shows little  
comprehension of  
concepts time and 
duration and 
seems  
unaware of 
different terms of 
temporal 
concepts and 
aspects of time.  

Shows 
comprehension  
of concepts of 
time and duration 
but does not  
fully manage to  
articulate them  
through their 
own writing  
  
 

Shows 
comprehension  
of concepts of 
time and duration 
and for the most 
part expresses 
their concepts 
clearly.   

Shows 
comprehension  
of time and 
duration  
and articulates 
them skillfully 
and with 
originality.  
 

 

 

GE Culture and Ideas Learning Objective:  

2. Students evaluate how ideas influence the character of human beliefs, the 

perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior. 

 

Examples of specific embedded questions: 

a. Talmudic rabbis made rules governing time in relation to the Sabbath 

and holidays. How did Jews’ observance of calendars and social rhythms 

that differed from their neighbors affect the interaction of social 

groups? 

b. How does the Talmudic concept of an open, undecided past, create 

ethical imperatives in a Jewish practitioners’ present? 



 

 

 

(1) Basic 
 

(2) Intermediate (3) Advanced 

Shows little 
comprehension of the  
concepts of time and 
how they affected social 
interactions   

Shows comprehension 
of  
the concepts of time  
and includes examples 
in their answer. 

Shows comprehension 
of the  
concepts of time, and 
expresses with unusual 
insight and clarity the 
ways that beliefs and 
ideas affect and are 
reflected by practices. 
 

 

**Oral Presentation and ***Discussion Board Post 

In the oral presentation and discussion board post, each student has the 

opportunity to demonstrate mastery of GE expected learning  outcomes. For 

each class, one student will have written a discussion board post, and a second 

student will create an oral presentation, ensuring a broader range of 

thoughtful contributions to the class discussion. These two assignments 

respond to the same prompt. Elements that reprise the two GE expected 

learning outcomes have been written into the  instructions for the oral 

presentation. 

 

Excerpt from instructions for oral presentation/discussion board post: 

 

 “Summarize the main arguments of the reading. Explain to the class the 

logical steps taken by the writer in the piece. Highlight aspects of this 

text that reflect a distinctive contribution to the topic of time, i.e. 

whether it exists, what it is, and who makes it. If possible, make a 

comparison between the ideas in this reading and at least one other text 

or author who has been encountered in class, or in a cultural production 

you have engaged with outside of class.” 

 



 

 

The same assessment tables will be used for GE Learning Outcomes in the 

exam embedded questions and for the oral presentations and discussion 

board posts. 

 

Opinion Survey 

At the end of the semester, each student will be asked to fill out an opinion 

survey. The survey contains specific questions asking to what extent each 

student has achieved the two GE  expected learning outcomes in this course.   

 

Questions from Opinion Survey:  

1. Students analyze and interpret major forms of human thought, culture, and 

expression.  

a. Did you analyze and interpret texts in this course that you consider to 

be expressions of human thought and culture? 

b.  Please give an example of an idea which you gained from this analysis 

and interpretation. 

c. Please name a text, whether written, oral, artistic or another form of 

cultural expression, which you felt came close to your own experience 

or conception of time, and explain why you chose it. 

 

2. Students evaluate how ideas influence the character of human beliefs, the 

perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior. 

a. Did the class convey to you that beliefs about time are not merely 

intellectual but also connect with experiences and physical activities 

beyond contemplation? 

 

Level of student achievement expected: 

 

On exams, success means that students will answer 75% of the embedded GE 

questions correctly.  For the discussion board post, a written assignment, 

success will mean that at least 75% of the students will achieve level 2 or 

more (out of a possible 4--or 3) for all GE expected learning outcomes. 

 

Description of follow-up/feedback processes:  



 

 

 

At the end of the course, we will use an analysis of the embedded exam 

questions and the discussion board posts to identify problem areas and how 

we might change the course and the presentation of  materials to insure better 

fulfillment of the GE expected learning outcomes.  We will also analyze  

the self-evaluation questions carefully to judge how students evaluated their 

own progress and to determine whether student perception accorded with 

performance.  If there is a conflict, we will adjust the presentation and 

assessment of material as warranted.  We will archive these end-of- semester 

analyses in one of the instructor’s offices so that we can gauge the 

effectiveness of any changes made.   

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

September 30, 2015 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am writing in support of the proposal for a team taught course on Time between NELC and Philosophy. 
As I see it, this provides a good opportunity for interdisciplinary opportunity for our faculty, and it 
sounds like a really neat course for the students. Time is a rich concept that arises in various 
philosophical courses but is not a focus of any of them. The opportunity to study it both philosophically 
and in the context of Jewish history and culture strikes me as a nice way to integrate the skills we teach 
with a broader cultural and historical context. It would make sense as a class for our students who have 
exhausted our limited offerings in Jewish thought, and for those who have studied time in our 
Metaphysics classes and want a deeper discussion of it. I hope it will also expose some NELC students 
who might not otherwise find their way into Philosophy to a new way of thinking and writing. 

I hope the College will be able to support this interesting new class.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Justin D’Arms 
Professor and Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Justin D’Arms 

Professor and Department Chair 
Department of Philosophy 

 
350 University Hall 

230 N. Oval Mall 
Columbus, OH 43210 

 
614-292-7914  Phone 

 
darms.1@osu.edu 



 

Philosophy Undergraduate Major Curriculum Map 
and List of Semester Courses for Major 

 

Required 
Courses 

Course 
Number Course Title 

Students 
Develop 
Critical 

Thinking 
about 

Philosophy 

Students 
Read, Think 
about, and 

Write about 
the History of 

Philosophy 

Students Read, 
Think, and 

Write about 
Topics in 

Contemporary 
Philosophy 

Students Learn 
Formal 

Methods in 
Logic 

(prerequisite) 2500 Symbolic Logic B   B 
 3000 Gateway Seminar B    

(three of these 
required) 3210 History of Ancient 

Philosophy  I   

 3220 History of Medieval 
Philosophy  I   

 3230 History of 17th Century 
Philosophy  I   

 3240 History of 18th Century 
Philosophy  I   

 3250 History of 19th Century 
Philosophy  I   

 3261 Fundamental Concepts 
of Existentialism  I   

(required) 3300 Moral Philosophy I I I  
(two of these 

required) 3310 Morality and the Mind    I  

 3530 Philosophy of Logic I  I I 
 3650 Philosophy of Science I  I  

 3680 
Sex and Death: 

Introduction to the 
Philosophy of Biology 

I  I  

 3750 Introduction to Theory of 
Knowledge I  I  

 3700 Introduction to 
Metaphysics I  I  

 3800 Introduction to 
Philosophy of Mind I  I  

 3810 Philosophy of Action I  I  
 3820 Philosophy of Perception I  I  
 3830 Consciousness   I  

 3600 Introduction to 
Philosophy of Language I  I  

(two of these 
required) 5193 Individual Studies A A A A 

 5194 Group Studies A A A A 

 5210 Studies in Ancient 
Philosophy A A   

 5211 Plato A A   
 5212 Aristotle A A   

 5220 Studies in Medieval 
Philosophy A A   

 5230 Studies in 17th Century 
Philosophy A A   

 5240 Studies in 18th Century 
Philosophy A A   

 5241 Kant A A   
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 5250 Studies in 19th Century 
Philosophy A A   

 5260 Studies in 20th Century 
Philosophy A A   

 5261 Existentialism and 
Phenomenology A A   

 5263 American Philosophy A A   

 5300 Advanced Moral 
Philosophy A  A  

 5400 Advanced Political and 
Social Philosophy A  A  

 5410 Advanced Philosophy of 
Law A  A  

 5420 Philosophical Topics in 
Feminist Theory A  A  

 5450 Advanced Aesthetic 
Theory A  A  

 5460 Philosophy in Literature     
 5500 Advanced Symbolic Logic A   A 
 5510 Advanced Logical Theory A   A 

 5520 Inductive Logic and 
Probability Theory A   A 

 5530 Philosophy of Logic and 
Mathematics A  A  

 5540 Theory of Rational 
Choice A  A A 

 5550 Nonclassical Logic A   A 

 5600 Advanced Philosophy of 
Language     

 5610 Natural Language 
Metaphysics A  A B 

 5650 Advanced Philosophy of 
Science A  A  

 5700 Advanced Metaphysics A  A  

 5737 Proseminar in Cognitive 
Science A  A  

 5750 Advanced Theory of 
Knowledge A  A  

 5797 Study at a Foreign 
Institution A A A A 

 5800 Advanced Philosophy of 
Mind A  A  

 5830 Advanced Philosophy of 
Cognitive Science A  A  

 5840 Introduction to Cognitive 
Science A  A  

 5850 Philosophy of Religion A  A  

 5870 Topics in Jewish 
Philosophy A A A  

Elective 
Courses: 
Honors 

Program 

Course 
Number Course Title 

Students 
Develop 
Critical 

Thinking 
about 

Philosophy 

Students 
Read, Think, 

and Write 
about the 
History of 

Philosophy 

Students Read, 
Think, and 

Write about 
Topics in 

Contemporary 
Philosophy 

Students Learn 
Formal 

Methods in 
Logic 

 2450H Honors Philosophical 
Problems in the Arts I  I  

 2470H Honors Philosophy of 
Film I  I  
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 2900H Freshman-Sophomore 
Proseminar I I I  

 3341H 
Ethical Conflicts in 

Health Care Research, 
Policy, and Practice 

I I I  

 4900H Junior-Senior Proseminar A A A  

Elective 
Courses: 
General 

Course 
Number Course Title 

Students 
Develop 
Critical 

Thinking 
about 

Philosophy 

Students 
Read, Think, 

and Write 
about the 
History of 

Philosophy 

Students Read, 
Think, and 

Write about 
Topics in 

Contemporary 
Philosophy 

Students Learn 
Formal 

Methods in 
Logic 

 2120 Asian Philosophies I I   
 2194 Group Studies I I I I 
 2342 Environmental Ethics I  I  

 2400 Political and Social 
Philosophy I  I  

 2450 Philosophical Problems 
in the Arts I  I  

 2465 Death and the Meaning 
of Life I I   

 2500 Symbolic Logic    I 

 2650 Introduction to the 
Philosophy of Science I  I  

 2660 
Metaphysics, Religion, 

and Magic in the 
Scientific Revolution 

I I   

 2860 Science and Religion I  I  

 3111 Introduction to Jewish 
Philosophy I I   

 3120 

 Engaging Time: 
Philosophical and 

Rabbinic Dimensions of 
Temporality 

I I I  

 3260 Movements in 20th 
Century Philosophy I I   

 3262 Contemporary 
Continental Thought I I   

 3351 Judaism and Ethics I  I  

 3410 Philosophical Problems 
in the Law I  I  

 3420 
Philosophical 

Perspectives on Issues of 
Gender 

I  I  

 3430 The Philosophy of Sex 
and Love I  I  

 3440 Theorizing Race I  I  
 3870 Jewish Mysticism I I I  

 
Total Required Hours: 30 
 
Phil 2500; gateway seminar; three 3xxx history courses; three 3xxx systematic courses; two 5xxx courses, 
and one additional course at or above the 2xxx level 
B = Beginner Level 
I = Intermediate Level 
A = Advanced Level 
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Note that, when a course is permitted to have a range of contents (at the discretion of the instructor), the 
course has been marked as apt to satisfy the full permitted range of undergraduate educational goals. 
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